SIDE BY SIDE

“Side by Side” is what we musicians call it when young musicians sit
beside older musicians. The younger musicians have the chance to experi-
ence playing at a level they might not ordinarily get when only with their
peers. The older musicians get a chance to impart the experiences they’ve
had and the maturity they’ve gained from more “years in the saddle.”

Some of the music campers here have told me that one of the experiences
they like the best at Batawagama is the chance for the Bata and Gama
bands to play side-by-side. In the ten (yes 10!) years I’ve been coming
to Batawagama, the side-by-side experience has always been a composi-
tion I’ve written for them. It’s also been one of my favorite experiences at
Batawagama. .

This year, I wanted to write a piece that, besides playing it side-by-side,
each band could have.fun in their own rehearsals playing the piece on their
own. I also set out to write a piece that every one of the 20+ percussion-
ists could play at the same time. So many times in years past, some of the
percussionists have not been able to play the side-by-side experience.

So, my new piece sets out to celebrate the Batawagama experience: all
music campers get the chance to play together in a work written especially
for them, hence, the name “Side by Side.”

The organization of “Side by Side” is quite simple. A seven bar harmonic
progression in g-minor dominates the work. Three different themes are
juxtaposed in a modular way over this g-minor harmonic progression. To
break things up, a contrasting E-flat section appears four times with four
different themes. Near the end, all three themes appear at the same time
over the g-minor progression and the piece ends with the same opening
fanfare that started the work.

. Dr. Robert Hanson
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