BETA AND GAMMA |

by Robert Hanson

The “theme” for our 2010 BATAWAGAMA commissioned piece is disso-
nance and consonance. In our evening class sessions, Mr. Glocke and I
explored definitions of dissonance/consonance, looked at the historical
significance of dissonance/consonance, and listened to examples of compos-
ers utilizing dissonance and consonance in their works.

To keep the definition workable for 30-minute classes, we chose a definition
by Joseph Machlis from his 5th edition of The Enjoyment of Music. We
explamed that dissonance and consonance happen only if there are two or
more notes sounding at the same time--in other words, with harmony. Mach-
lis says this: “Dissonance creates restlessness and activity. Consonance is
relaxation and fulfillment. The dissonant chord creates tension. The conso-
nant chord resolves it.”

The title of today’s composition, Beta & Gamma, is based on two things: 1)
the obvious similarity of the two Greek letters to the Native American-
derived names of our bands (Bata and Gama) and, 2) the names of the first
two notes, B-flat and G, which form the basic motive of the work.

This year, for the first time, I made separate versions of Beta & Gamma for
each band. Bata and Gama bands will each play their own versions, first
alone in their part of the concert, and finally, all together at the end of the
concert.

Beta & Gamma begins with dissonance. Single notes of the motive are
played and held, one note at a time, by various sections. Dissonance is
created by the clashing of these held notes which eventually dissolve into a
three-chord secondary motive and finally into a march-like theme. As the
piece progresses, the “Beta and Gamma motive” is transposed, played
against itself, subjected to augmentation and diminution, and given different
rhythmic structures. The work ends with a fortissimo statement of the motive
in more consonant harmony. '
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