IN THE GROOWE

Note from the Composer

At the final concert of Batawagama 2011, we struck upon the idea
of writing a work that both Bata and Gama bands could play on
their own and then join together for a “grand finale” at the end of
the concert. In 2011, the Gama version of “Go For It” was a short
ened version of the Bata version. The Bata band played the first
half of Go For It and the Gama Band joined them for the last half.

This year, both Bata and Gama play the entire work In The Groove
on their own and then play the entire work together for the finale.
However, there are two differences between the two versions. First,
the Gama version is age appropriate for a junior high band. The
ranges of the instruments aren’t as extreme. The Bata version of
“In the Groove” is more dissonant than the Gama version.

“In the Groove” is as simple as its name sounds. It is light and un
‘complicated and includeds themes that are catchy and fun to

play. There are two main theme groups that alternate throughout

the work. The first theme group is the catchy theme (written with

Batawagama kids in mind!) The second theme is derived from the

first and is more lyrical and tuneful.

Both themes come together at the end of the piece with the lyrical
tune becoming more dominant until we have one last hurrah from
the “catchy theme”.
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